
 

For Immediate Release: November 21, 2014 

Northern Burlington County Regional High School Placed on the College Board’s 5th 

Annual AP
®
 District Honor Roll for Significant Gains in Student Access and Success 

 
A Record 547 School Districts Across the Nation Are Honored 

 

Columbus, NJ — Northern Burlington County Regional School District is one of 547 school 

districts in the U.S. and Canada being honored by the College Board with placement on the 5th Annual 

AP
®

 District Honor Roll for increasing access to AP course work while simultaneously maintaining or 

increasing the percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams.   2014 is a milestone 

year for the AP District Honor Roll, and more districts are achieving this objective than ever before. 

Reaching these goals indicates that the district is successfully identifying motivated, academically 

prepared students who are ready for the opportunity of AP. Since 2012, Northern Burlington has 

increased the number of students participating in AP while improving the number of students earning AP 

Exam scores of 3 or higher .  In addition, the Northern Burlington County Regional High School has 

distinguished itself among Burlington County districts as being the only district recognized for having 

earned this distinction multiple times. 

  

Northern Burlington’s Superintendent, Dr. James Sarruda, attributes the school’s success to a 

team effort.  Dr. Sarruda said, “This honor is the result of a well-coordinated team effort among students, 

parents, staff and the school board.   Our Board of Education has approved additional AP classes in recent 

years so that we now have 20 AP courses to offer.  And every day our teachers do the hard work 

necessary to be sure that our students are prepared to be successful on the tests.”  

 “Mrs. McNeely and Mr. Coleman have implemented strategies to encourage students to accept 

the challenge our AP classes present.  Our administration, guidance counselors, parents, teachers and 

students work together to make sure that all are fully aware of the AP opportunities that Northern 

Burlington offers.   In fact, on Thursday evening, December 4
th
, the administration and faculty will be 

hosting our 3
rd

 annual AP and Honors Open House at the High School.  This evening is designed to 

engage our next generation of AP students.  Specifically, students in grades 6 – 12 along with their 

parents are encouraged to come to this event and learn about the value of AP and Honors courses and to 

speak with current AP teachers and both current and alumni AP students about the program.”   

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf


Data from 2014 show that among African American, Hispanic, and Native American students 

with a high degree of readiness for AP, only about half of students are participating.  The first step to 

delivering the opportunity of AP to students is providing access by ensuring courses are available, that 

gatekeeping stops, and that the doors are equitably opened so these students can participate. Northern 

Burlington is committed to expanding the availability of AP courses among prepared and motivated 

students of all backgrounds.  

“The devoted teachers and administrators in this district are delivering an undeniable benefit to 

their students: opportunity. When coupled with a student’s hard work, such opportunities can have myriad 

outcomes, whether building confidence, learning to craft effective arguments, earning credit for college, 

or persisting to graduate from college on time.” said Trevor Packer, the College Board’s senior vice 

president of AP and Instruction. “We applaud your conviction that a more diverse population of students 

is ready for the sort of rigor that will prepare them for success in college.”  

Helping more students learn at a higher level and earn higher AP scores is an objective of all 

members of the AP community, from AP teachers to district and school administrators to college 

professors. Many districts are experimenting with a variety of initiatives and strategies to determine how 

to simultaneously expand access and improve student performance.  

In 2014, more than 3,800 colleges and universities around the world received AP scores for 

college credit, advanced placement, and/or consideration in the admission process, with many colleges 

and universities in the United States offering credit in one or more subjects for qualifying AP scores. 

 Inclusion on the 5th Annual AP District Honor Roll is based on the examination of three years of 

AP data, from 2012 to 2014, looking across 34 AP Exams, including world language and culture. The 

following criteria were used.  

Districts must:  

 Increase participation/access to AP by at least 4 percent in large districts, at least 6 percent in 

medium districts, and at least 11 percent in small districts;  

 Increase or maintain the percentage of exams taken by African American, Hispanic/Latino, and 

American Indian/Alaska Native students; and 

 Improve performance levels when comparing the percentage of students in 2014 scoring a 3 or 

higher to those in 2012, unless the district has already attained a performance level at which more 

than 70 percent of its AP students are scoring a 3 or higher.  

When these outcomes have been achieved among an AP student population in which 30 percent 

or more are underrepresented minority students (Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, American 

Indian/Alaska Native) and/or 30 percent or more are low-income students (students who qualify for free 

or reduced-price lunch), a symbol has been affixed to the district name to highlight this work. 



 The complete 5th Annual AP District Honor Roll can be found here.  

 

**** 

 

About the Northern Burlington County Regional School District  

 

We Create the Opportunities that Inspire the Desire for Continued Growth 

The Northern Burlington County Regional School District (NB) is an important part of its growing 

community. The Northern Burlington County Regional Middle School and High School are 

located in Mansfield Township. Its constituent elementary districts are Chesterfield, Mansfield, 

North Hanover, and Springfield Townships. In addition, the district serves the Children of United 

States Air Force personnel stationed at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.  

The regional school district provides comprehensive educational programs for pupils in grades 

seven through twelve. Students in grades 7 and 8 are housed in a separate middle school 

building located on a 53-acre parcel of land. Students in grades 9-12 are housed in two 

separate buildings located on a 146-acre parcel of land adjacent to the middle school. The high 

school east building houses 9th graders and the high school west building houses grades10-12. 

Northern was formed in 1959 and began operation with the completion of the original building in 

1960. Additions were made in 1961, 1965, 1976, and 1995. In December of 2000, a $28 million 

referendum, which included the purchase of a 53-acre parcel of land adjacent to the existing 

school campus, was approved. In September of 2004, the construction of the new 800-student 

Middle School was completed.  

The district’s educational offerings include academic subjects; business subjects, including 

cooperative education offerings; applied technology; an agriscience program; special education 

classes, including resource centers; art; music; and a basic skills remediation program. In 

addition, the district offers a full complement on extra curricular activities grades 7 – 12. The 

area is ripe for continued development and the future of the regional school district seems to 

promise continued growth and expansion. 
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